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Barry and his New Guitar 

A New Guitar Story 
The guitar has always been a special part of my life. I started playing 
when I was eight years old when my mother took my brother and me into 
a local music shop and said choose which instrument you want to learn. I 
wanted drums, but my brother also wanted drums. So, being logical, I 
chose guitar since I knew if we were to play together two drummers just 
wasn’t going to work. I made the right choice. 
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I looked around the shop in wonder at the wall of guitars and all the different 
of shapes and colors. A burgundy colored guitar caught my eye. I picked an 
Aria, a Japanese made SG knockoff. I did not even know at the time that I 
needed and amplifier. Sometime later I would find my mother’s portable PA 
system that she used on the hood or the car in local parades to announce the 
majorettes that were approaching down the street. It had a ¼ inch input so I 
plugged in. It was tinny, but it was loud. And loud was cool. 

Through time, the guitar would become a major part of my life, a trusted 
friend that I could go to and get absorbed into the moment with. When it is 
just the two of us, we are transported to a special place in time together. We 
write together. Sometimes it’s just a melody or riff that may have some legs to 
it. Sometimes lyrics come to the surface that I wonder how I came up with 
that. When playing with others, I can hear the mixing of the sounds just lifting 
the space we were in. The only word I can convey is harmony. 

I have a love for crafted wood. To see the grain and to feel the finished 
surface affects my senses. I salute the luthiers who create these wonderful 
playable works of art. They have the craftsmanship to turn a tree into such 
beautiful companions for us. I don’t have many guitars in my collection, but I 
use each one. They all 

get a turn out on stage when I perform either with my band or 
just jamming with friends. Each one is different in some way. 
Some I purchased new, one from a friend, but most were used 
by someone before me. Who, I will never know. I often wonder 
who made them, who played and owned them before me, how 
did they end up with me? And I seem to not be alone, I often 
hear the story people tell me about their guitars. I am 
fascinated by the unique story that every guitar has and 
thought what if I created a place where guitarist could share 
their own personal story? What if the story could follow the 
guitar? Chuck Holley wrote in his book “A Perfectly Good 
Guitar” that just maybe nobody owns a guitar, we all just 
borrow them. But, what if there was a way to journal the 
journey that these guitars travel as we borrow them? So, I am 
dedicating this site to those who wish to document and share 
the stories. Send us your stories and pictures so they can be 
passed on with the guitar’s journey. 

With that, I will kick it off with this Paul Reed Smith acoustic 
private stock I had made from the factory in Maryland. It is an 
Alex Lifeson signature series private stock acoustic. I love the 
Koa wood on the backs and sides. The depth of the grain looks 
like a three dimensional window. The top is a bear-claw spruce. 
I had visited the PRS factory a number of times for their event 
shows and owned one electric and an SE acoustic prior to 
ordering this guitar. These guitars are works of art as well as 
playability, so after researching several of their signature series 
I fell for this guitar, placed the order and as expected waited six 
months for the craftsman to build it. 

While waiting for the guitar to be completed I visited the Woodstock Guitar Luthier show event in Woodstock New 
York. This is always a great show and the guitars are just amazing. The PRS guys had a booth setup and I 
recognized the two acoustic luthiers from my visits to the PRS events in Maryland. I approached to say hello and let 
them know that I just placed an order for this guitar. The luthier smiled and said you won’t believe this, but I have 
your guitar on my bench right now and working it. I was very excited to hear this and even more excited to 
experience the personal connection I had with the builders of my guitar. When I received it I was very pleased with 
the craftsmanship and to have this connection between the guitar and the builder. I have used this guitar to write 
and record the first five songs for my first upcoming CD. I look forward to writing and playing more songs with this 
guitar. 

Barry is a singer songwriter in New Hampshire and lead guitar player for the Watts Up Band. 
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A Perfectly 
Good Guitar 

If you are a fellow guitar 

story enthusiast like me, 

Chuck Holley’s A 

Perfectly Good Guitar is a 

must read. Loaded with 

wonderful stories from 

numerous musicians, this 

book captures the 

personal feelings we 

guitarists share with our 

instruments.  

- Barry Poitras 

Christina 

A Fender named Christina 

I received this guitar as my first “real” instrument when I was about 14. It 

was one of the best Christmas presents I’ve ever received. I named her 

Christina, after one of my favorite artists, Christina Perri. However, it 

wasn’t until I was about 16 that I seriously began teaching myself how to 

play. I would go on YouTube or Guitar Tabs and look up my favorite 

songs, and learn how to play them. Eventually, through imitation and 

playing by ear I was teaching myself how to do different fingerpicking and 

licks. My library of chords I know has only grown steadily over the past 

four years. I have loved watching myself grow as a guitarist and gradually 

open up to trying new things. But by far the most fulfilling part of learning 

guitar was finally being able to put accompaniment to my original music. I 

had been writing songs since I was 11, but having not settled into an 

instrument yet, I only could write down lyrics and record the melody. 

When I picked up the guitar I was able to put chords behind my words and 

breathe life into songs that could only be sung from a notebook. I have 

used my guitar to write since then, and now it is rare that I write a song 

without at least attempting to put guitar behind it. Writing with a guitar has 

also helped me to develop my personal style as an artist. 

Nicole is a journalism major at Emmerson College in Boston, 

Massachusetts 



Currier Museum of Art Exhibit 

Medieval to Metal: The Art and Evolution of 
the Guitar 

 

In Manchester New Hampshire from June 29 to September 
22 is a wonderful exhibit of the art and evolution of the guitar. 
I attended the exhibit on August 10th and was not expecting 
the exhibit to have as many cool guitars as they did. The 
exhibit was highlighting the iconic popular instrument through 
history. The exhibit begins with guitars from the Middle Ages, 
but I quickly moved to the classic rock and roll guitars that I 
love to collect and play. 
 
The exhibit includes over 40 guitars and also dozens of 
photographs of rock artists of the last century. As I walked 
through the exhibit I overheard another guitar enthusiast 
asking others “how many guitars do you own?”  Here is a 
small sampling of some of the guitars from the exhibit. 
 
 
For more information about the Currier Museum of Art go to 
 
http://currier.org 
 

Teardrop 
The Vox teardrop was made 

famous being played by Brian 

Jones of the Rolling Stones. 

Teardrop Guitar 

Currier Art Museum—Manchester, New Hampshire 

Crossroads Guitar 

Crossroad Guitar 
The legend of Robert Johnson and 

his supposed deal with the devil is 

quite striking on this guitar. 



Air Guitar 
One of my favorites on display. I even was 

able to take this one out of the case and play 

it! 

License Plate Guitar 
This guitar was really cool. The entire sur-

face of this Fender Strat was covered with 

license plates. 

Godwin Guitar Organ 
Wow, like having a complete pedal board on 

your guitar. I bet one knob goes to 11. 

Goya Guitar 
I would like to play this guitar.  

 

Benedetto Archtop 
Guitar 
Very stylish guitar from NY Benedetto.  

Gretsch 6122 Guitar 
Called the Country Gentlemen, this guitar 

was a Chet Atkins signature series guitar. 



Cars and Guitars 
It goes without saying that guitar dudes also love cool antique cars. In 

fact, many of the early guitar manufacturers like Fender, Gibson and 

Gretsch would match the paint of a guitar to that of a popular car series. 

Even some guitar shapes and styles were crafted around classic car 

designs. 

Well at the 2nd Annual Greater North East Motor Sports Museum Classic 

Car Show on August 24, 2019 in Loudon, New Hampshire, there were 

plenty of opportunities to check out some great cars and paint jobs. The 

weather was perfect for these guys and girls to come out and show off 

their rides and there was even a loudest sounding car contest. The show 

also had a classic rock and roll band featuring The Watts Up Band who 

took advantage of showing off some great guitars to round out the classic 

car engines sounds. The day was filled with amps turned up to eleven and 

motors cranked wide open. Here are some pictures of just a handful of 

cars and guitars that attended: 



Contact Us 

Give us your guitar story 

by going to 

www.myguitarjournal.com 

and create your own 

personal guitar collection 

gallery.  

If you have a guitar 

related story like show, 

art, etc. please contact 

myguitarjournal1@gmail.

com 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.myguitarjournal.com 

The North East Motor Sports Museum is great little gem. Porched on the 

Loudon New Hampshire Speedway property, you can hear the racing cars 

circling the track in the background. It is a fun place to take the kids, and for 

adults the sense of nostalgia from our childhood. For more information 

about the Museum go to 

https://www.nemsmuseum.com 

  

 

 

Motor Sports Museum 

The Watts Up Band 


